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HELL IS...

There was a certain rich man,
which was clothed in purple and
fine linen, and fared sumptuously
every day: And therewasa certain
beggar named Lazarus, which was
laid at his gate full of sores, and
desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man's
table: moreover the dogs came and
licked his sores. And it came to
pass, that the beggar died, and was
carried by the angels into
Abraham's bosom: the rich man
also died, and was buried; and in
hell helift uphiseyes... (Lk. 16:19-
23a)

The account of these two men is
spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ in the
book of Luke. It gives us more than a
dramatic account of their differing sta-
tionsinlife. It provides startling details
concerning the afterlife. The facts about
hell in this account are most revealing
and sobering. Given the importance of
one'seternal destiny itisvital that these
truths be presented with compassion,
earnestness and crystal clarity. As the
realm called hell is described below,
there will be no supposition. All points
will be taken directly from the account
of Christinthischapter with the prayer
that someone reading this will see the

danger in unbelief and turnto Christ for
the saving of their soul. Please reader,
read carefully.

(Hell is...)
Tormented by consciousness- unable
todie.

Death according to the Bible is
merely aseparation, aproceeding tothe
next level. When a person passes from
thislifewewho areleft behind deal only
with the body. Morticians prepareit for
thefuneral at whichtimeweview it and
remember the one who resided therein.
The soul of theindividual has separated
fromthe earthly house and liveson else-
where.

The rich man of Luke sixteen found
himself in hell fully conscious. He pos-
sessed all of thefaculties associated with
earthly consciousness. He saw...He
seeth Abraham (v23). He spoke...And he
cried and said (v24). He heard...But
Abraham said (v24). Just as sure as
heaven is a paradise to be fully experi-
enced by the saved, hell isfully experi-
enced by the unsaved who are awake,
conscious and cannot escape it.

Imagine the sense of futility therich
man felt when he realized that his fate
was sealed. Hefound himself aprisoner,
helpless and hopeless in the realm re-
served for those without Jesus Christ as
personal Savior. He is captive, tor-
mented, beside himself with terror, and



there is no rest from it. Here on earth
there are measures that can be taken to
alleviate suffering. We can administer
pain killers or sedativesto induce sleep
or we can even produce acomatose state
to help the victim through desperate
hours. But in hell thereisno respite, no
comfort, no relief, no sleep and no
peace, only constant awareness of where
theindividual is, what the conditionsare
and the desperate truth that thereis ab-
solutely nothing that can be done about
it.

One of the most damaging lies be-
lieved today is that God would not al-
low such a place as hell to exist, and
that Hewould never allow anyoneto go
there. Let me assure you that it is well
populated right now with millions who
cannot ever readly die.

A. W, Tozer - "The vague and tenu-
ous hope that God is too kind to
punish the ungodly has become a
deadly opiate for the consciences
of millions.

(Hell is...)
Tormented by flame - unable to find
relief.

The first thing we read of the rich
man when he arrivesin hell isarequest
for water. Listento him carefully, "I am
tormented inthisflame" (v24). Heisin
an environment beyond hiscontrol. The
heat and the fire torment him. This is
the first thing to arrest his attention ...
the flame! His request for water is de-
nied. Thereisno relief in hell. Thereis
no mercy, for the day of mercy isover.
All the while he lived, therich man had
opportunity to go to the Lord for saving
mercy. God's patience waited for him
through all those careless years of liv-

ing sumptuously every day, but thisman
had no timefor God. Hewas busy tend-
ing to himself. He fed whatever appe-
tites presented themselves. Why should
he worry? He had more than anyone
could want. He had never known want.
But here in this place want is all he
knows. Hewill never findrelief. Hewill
never know a moment's comfort. Heis
tormented in hellfire.

Here on earth people poke fun at hell
and speak casually about it, but no one
in hell thinks it funny. The torment of
hell is seen in other biblical passages.
Christ called it a furnace of fire where
the fire is not quenched. He repeatedly
used theterm "hdllfire" in Histeachings
in the gospels. He said it was a place of
"weeping" and "wailing" and "gnashing
of teeth". The fact that Jesus Christ
spoke more about hell than He did of
heaven should tell usthat He thought it
imperative to warn us not to go there.

| knew aman who consistently made
light of hell. As| would repeatedly wit-
ness to him and encourage him to be
saved through Christ he would dismiss
it by saying, "l haveto goto hell to stoke
thefireto keepyou all warmin heaven."
Over and over we had this very ex-
change. Some time ago | was called to
his bedsidein the hospital where helie.
Hewas unable to communicate and was
not aware of his surroundings. Hiseyes
were closed, and he was close to death.
| stood by the bed and thought of all the
foolish jesting he had done and how
close he was now to that very fate. A
few days later | preached his funeral
with abroken heart. He went to aflam-
ing hell having rejected the gospel of
salvation. He istormented in the flame
along with therich man of Luke sixteen.
I'm sure that he thinks the offer of sal-
vation through Jesus Christ looks good



now, but it istoo late. The day of grace
is over for him. He is tormented in the
flame, unable to find relief.

D. L. Moody - "When we preach
onhell, wemight at least do it with
tearsin our eyes.

(Hell is...)
Tormented by memory - unable to
forget.

The ability to remember isobviously
withthedamned. Infact, it will undoubt-
edly be heightened by the distress of that
place and the indescribable and constant
regret experienced by those residing
there. Listen to Abraham speak to the
rich man, "Son, remember that thou in
thy lifetime receivedst thy good things,
and likewise Lazarus evil things: but
now he is comforted, and thou art tor-
mented " (v25). Imagine suffering in that
place with the memory of a misspent
life. The wasted years on frivolity will
be torturous! Plenty of time to think
about the waste of years to no lasting
profit, liketheman | read about recently
who, as the time of his death was ap-
proaching said, "I have spent my lifein
the laborious doing of nothing." Think
of the memoriesof wickedness. Sinwill
be hated in hell. Wickedness that once
seemed so dear and so natural will be
shameful in hell because of the damna-
tion it has gendered. (The wicked shall
be turned into hell, and all the nations
that forget God Ps. 19:7). The memory
of such things will be painful beyond
imagination. | magine having memories
of opportunities to be saved. Some in
hell went to church and heard of the gift
of life through Christ. They walked
away unmoved and unsaved. Somewere
spoken to by a friend concerning the

Savior but would have none of it. Some
may even read this article and put it
down without seeking salvation. In hell
they will remember!

My wife and | were in a restaurant
about ayear ago where | |eft atract en-
titted "YOUR FIRST SIX DAYS IN
HELL" in the booth as we left. Admit-
tedly it isadisturbing pamphl et descrip-
tive of one'sfirst daysthere. It pullsno
punches. A few days later | received a
phone call from avery angry young lady
who had found the pamphlet. She
wanted to know who | thought | was to
distribute such shocking material and
how dare | accuse her of being unrigh-
teous and condemned. She was indig-
nant and unkind at first, but as the con-
versation continued she mellowed as |
spoke of the love of God Who sent His
only begotten Son into the world to be
the Savior of those who would receive
Him. | spoke distinctly of her need of
Christand Hisdesiretolivein her heart.
As the conversation ended | urged her
to read the tract again as to how to es-
capehellfireandto call meagaintotalk
of this further. | never heard from her
again. If sheleavesthislife unsaved she
will lift up her eyesin hell being in tor-
ments from the flames and remember
that pamphlet and the offer over the
phone of salvation! Think of it! Tortured
by memory, unable to forget, willing to
give anything to change destiny, yet,
damnationisfixed ... itistoolate. They
all remember!

John Hannah - "No onewho isever
in hell will be able to say to God,
"You put me here, '‘and no one who
isin heavenwill ever beableto say,
'| put myself here.



(Hell is...)
Tormented by confinement - unable
to leave.

In such a torture chamber each
minute seems a lifetime, each hour an
eternity! Unable to die - Unableto find
relief - Unable to forget - Unable to
leave! Eachinhabitantistruly aprisoner.
Listen againto Abraham speaking to the
rich man, "And beside all this, between
usand you thereisagreat gulf fixed: so
that they which would pass from hence
to you cannot; neither can they passto
us, that would comefromthence. " (v26).
Thosein hell aretruly held therein tor-
tured confinement.

Because Christ is relating this ac-
count of the rich man and Lazarus in
the past tense it had to occur sometime
before Jesus told it, probably between
the Testaments. That would place the
events somewhere around two thousand
years ago. The condemned man Jesus
spokeof isstill captivein hell today and
still without relief. Be not deceived,
there is no second chance for reprieve
after leaving thislife. The belief in pur-
gatory and eventual release from that
place of suffering is a manmade myth.
Itisnever mentioned inthe Bible. Also,
the concept of the designation of sins
into mortal and venia categories is a
damning human invention! That system
saysthat only mortal sinsdamn the soul
while venial sins are of lesser conse-
guence and can be eradicated after
death. This may lend some temporal
comfort to the sinner who thinks he'snot
too bad after all, but ALL sin condemns
to hell unless remitted in Christ while
the sinner is yet alive, and al who are
deceived by false beliefs will one day
be tortured by the memory of what they
were taught and how it kept them from

finding the truth and eterna life. Hell
has no second chance.

C. H. Spurgeon - " What woe it
would betobeonlyanhour inhell!
Oh, how you would wish then that
you had sought the Savior! But,
alas, there is no such thing as an
hour in hell. Oncelost, you arelost
forever! Therefore, seek the Lord
now. "

We must receive Christ into our
heartsand lives as our Lord and Savior.
In the first chapter of John we read,
speaking of the Lord Jesus, "Hewasin
the world, and the world was made by
Him, and the world knew Him not. He
came unto His own, and His own re-
ceived Himnot. But asmany asreceived
Him, to them gave He power to become
the sons of God, even to them that be-
lieve on Hisname. " (Jn. 1:10- 12).

The moment we open our hearts to
Christ and place our complete trust in
Him - and Him aone - as our Savior,
God promises to forgive our sins, save
our soul and reserve for us a home in
heaven. Then, on the authority of the
Word of God, we can know where we
will spend eternity. " These things have
| written unto you that believe on the
name of the Son of God; that ye may
know that ye have eternal life. "(I Jn.
5:13). And Jesus promises, "He that
heareth my word, and believeth on him
that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but
is passed from death unto life. "(Jn.
5:24).

Now, are you willing to settle the
matter of your eternal destiny?Will you
doit? You can, right this moment.



"Lord Jesus, | know that | am asin-
ner. | believe that you died for me upon
the cross and rose again from the dead.
| repent of my sins and receive you as
my personal Lord and Savior. | ask you
to comeinto my heart, forgiveme of my
sins and save my soul. Amen."

If you have received salvation
through Christ | would like to rejoice
with you. Please write to me at the ad-
dress below so that | might pray for you
and send you someliteratureto help you
start your new life.

Pastor Stan Gustafson
Faith Baptist Church
520 12th St.
Moline, IL 61265

No New Thing Under The Sun
Rick Crawford

The number one hot-button issue of
today is global warming and environ-
mental change. One would have to be
living alone on adeserted island in or-
der to escape the effects of legidation
and political correctness related to it.
Sadly, Americais about to embark on
an economy-killing course of legida
tion that is based on half-truths and
dubious science at best. There is not
space here to refute environmentalism.
If one wereto take thetimeto research
the subject honestly rather than listen
exclusively to the hype of the major
media, he would find that there is no
globa warming, the ice caps are not
melting, nor are any other environmen-
tal catastrophes brewing. Nor is there
by any means consensus on the subject.
At last count therewere over 17000 sci-

entists who have signed a petition pro-
testing the global warming concept. Yet
they can find no professiona journals
that will publish their articles.

Al Gore recently stated that the 'de-
bate is over'. There has never been a
debate. Steven J. Milloy has issued Al
Gore astanding invitation to debate the
subject on scientific fact alone. Yet Gore
refuses to even return calls. Mr. Milloy
holds a B.A. in Natural Sciences from
the Johns Hopkins University, aMaster
of Health Sciencesin Biostatisticsfrom
the Johns Hopkins University School of
Hygiene and Public Health, aJuris Doc-
torate from the University of Baltimore,
and a Master of Laws from the
Georgetown University Law Center. He
also has a$125,000 prize awaiting any-
one who can demonstrate conclusive
scientific proof of global warming. Not
surprisingly there has not been asingle
inquiry for what should be'easy money'.
Thissimply underscoresthefact that the
concept is more of areligious than sci-
entific one. A perusal of recent headlines
demonstratesthis:

Study: Canadian Beer Drinkers
Threaten Planet - Fox News 11/30/07.
(No thought for the ravages of alcohol;
many beer drinkers have refrigerators
dedicated to the purpose, thus using
unnecessary energy.)

Mankind 'Shortening The Universe's
Life' - UK Telegraph 11/21/07. (Since
man is a part of the energy of the uni-
verse our increasing knowledge of the
workings of the cosmos is offending it
and corrupting it and therefore hasten-
ingitsend.)

The Earth Fights Back - Guardian Un-
limited 8/7/07. (Globa warmingiscaus-



ing earthquakes & volcanoesastheearth
responds to our abuse of it.)

Since 1962, when the US Supreme
Court outlawed prayer in public school
(Engel v. Vitale), thisnation, and by its
example, theworld asawhole, hasbeen
on arelentlessmarch away from the God
of the Bible. Man being made in the
image of God was madeto worship God.
However, once He has been flatly re-
jected, man must therefore look else-
where for an object of reverence. Na
ture seems to be that which all nations
can agree upon as worthy of common
devotion. Al Gore believes that saving
the Earth can only be accomplished
through a"new spirituality” commonto
all religionsand "requires reuniting sci-
ence and religion". Thomas Berry of
Fordham University callsman'secol ogi-
cal responsihility "preeminently areli-
giousand spiritual task". The 1990 Glo-
bal Forum held in Moscow, called for
"a global council of spiritual leaders"
and the "creation of an inter-faith
prayer.. .a new spiritual and ethical ba-
sisfor human activities on Earth." Carl
Sagan, the astronomer best known for
the Cosmos serieson PBS, declared that
"any effortsto safeguard and cherish the
environment need to be infused with a
vision of the sacred." An avowed athe-
ist, Sagan also stated, "If we must wor-
ship a power greater than ourselves,
doesit not make senseto revere the Sun
and stars?'

King Solomon, under theinspiration
of God, observed:

The thing that hath been, it is that
which shall be; and that which is
done is that which shall be done:
and thereisno new thing under the
sun. Ecclesiastes 1:9

Thisaffinity for natureworshipisnot
new. Old Testament Israel dealt with a
suprisingly similar situation. In their
case it was the worship of Baal, an an-
cient Canaanite and Mesopotamian de-
ity believed to be the "giver of life".
Mankind was therefore dependant upon
him for providing what was necessary
to sustain the farms, flocks and herds.
The land of Canaan was devoted to the
worship of Baal and the Canaanites be-
lieved that Baal wasin absolute control
over nature and over people. Baal was
the principal deity of theland. It washe
who was in charge of the rain and the
weather, and man's very survival was
dependent upon Baal's provision.

It is revealing to compare this with
the modern concept of Gaia (Greek for
‘earth mother"). The Gaiahypothesispro-
poses that living and nonliving parts of
the earth are to be viewed as a complex
interacting system that can be thought
of asasingle organism. It theorizesthat
all living things have a regulatory ef-
fect on the Earth's environment and
therefore promotes life overall. This
notion was originated in 1965 with Dr.
James Lovelock, while working for
NASA on methods of detecting life on
Mars. Lovelock, author of 'The Ages of
Gaid, was the featured speaker at the
1988 Forumin Oxford, England. Hetold
the audience: "On Earth, she[Gaia] is
thesourceof lifeeverlasting andisalive
now; she gave birth to humankind and
we are a part of her."

Whether thetermisBaal or Gaia, the
underlying power isthe same. Theseare
the mechanizations of Satan to bringin
his agenda willingly aided by wicked
men and women blinded by lust for
wealth and power whilemany othersare
duped into thinking that world unifica-
tion will bring peace and safety. Envi-



ronmentalism falsely gives them that
hope. It will only play into the hands of
the antichrist.

Israel tried to play both ends. They
wanted to worship Baal but still hang
on to the trappings of service to Jeho-
vah. God gave them multiple warnings
about their nature worship and sent
prophet after prophet to warn them. Fi-
nally, after many years, God's patience
and longsuffering reached an end. De-
struction and slavery fell upon His cho-
sen nation for their idolatry. Can
America expect less as it rushes head-
long into the same error?

What does God have to say on the
issue of climate change? Surely Scrip-
ture would give us some guidelines on
dealing with such a catastrophe were it
to occur. Thiswill come asasurpriseto
many but such a concept is nowhere
found in the Bible. Speaking to Adam
and Eve:

And God blessed them, and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth,
and subdue it: and have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over every
living thing that moveth upon the
earth. Ge 1:28

Notice in the creation account of
Genesis 1 that God created the inferior
things first. Each successive act of cre-
ation involved more and more complex-
ity. Wetherefore havethe earth itself on
the lowest end with man on the highest.
Interestingly the Hebrew word trans-
lated 'subdue’ literally means ‘to tread
down; to disregard; to conquer, subju-
gate, violate; bring into bondage, force,
keep under, subdue, bring into subjec-
tion’. Strong words sureto raise theire

of any environmentalist.

We need not fear what will happen
to the earth. The Bible lays out the de-
tails of the end times. It will not be de-
stroyed by climate change, an asteroid
or nuclear war. It will remain asit has
for the last 6000 years until the Lord
returnsto establish His 1000 year king-
dom.

For by him (Jesus) were all things
created, that arein heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or domin-
ions, or principalities, or powers:
all thingswere created by him, and
for him: And heisbeforeall things,
and by him all things consist.
Colossians 1:16-17

Who being the brightness of his
glory, and the expressimage of his
person, and upholding all things
by theword of his power, when he
had by himself purged our sins, sat
down on theright hand of the Maj-
esty on high; Hebrews 1:3

The disturbing trend of late is that
‘evangelicals are embracing thisnotion.
Chung Hyun Kyung, a South Korean
Presbyterian: "For many Asians, we see
god in thewind, in the fire, in the tree,
in the ocean. We are living with god, it
isjust energy ... it isin the sun, in the
ocean, itisfromtheground anditisfrom
thetrees' (Soundseerily similar to Yoda
in Star Wars). Norman Vincent Peale
said, "God isenergy. Asyou breathe God
in, asyou visualize His energy, you will
be reenergized!" Not to be outdone the
National Association of Evangelicals
issued a statement explicitly throwing
itsweight behind the growing "creation
care" movement, which asserts that



Christians are stewards of God's cre-
ation. Even closer to home, the South-
ern Baptist Convention, not willing to
be seen asthe odd one out, issued avery
similar statement. It would seem that
even those who recognize the issue for
what it isdo not want to be seen assome
sort of fringe element.

Mankind is not a steward of the
earth, as they would have us believe. A
steward by definition is subject to the
one he serves. Yet the book of Genesis
clearly places man superior to creation.
We cannot afford to be like the |srael-
ites of Elijah's day, holding to the wor-
ship of God on one hand, yet afraid to
oppose the world's system on the other.
A true Chrigtian hasachoice beforehim.

How long halt ye between two opin-
ions? if the LORD be God, follow
him: but if Baal then follow him.
And the people answered him not
aword.1 Kings 18:21

We the 10, 11 and 12 year old Sun-
day School Classare starting aoneyear
project. It isour understanding our mis-
sions budget is in need of additional
funds. In the spirit of the Great Com-
mission (Matthew 28:18-20) we are
asking for your help.

1. Pray for usthat wewill be successful
in our monthly missions commitment.
2. Pray to God for what He would have
you to do.

3. Would you give adonation every time
you come to church?

4. We will be having a loose change
drive every Wednesday night by a stu-
dent passing a basket.

Please donate.

Confessions For The Holiday

Ben Sein was trained as a lawyer
and served as a speechwriter for Presi-
dent Nixon. Heisthe author of 16 books
and writes editorials and columns for
a number of publications. He is prob-
ably best known for hisroleinthemovie
'Ferris Bueller's Day Off' as the dull
teacher. He also isthe host of the game
show "Wn Ben Sein's Money' on Com-
edy Central aswell asappearing in sev-
eral TV commercials.

The following was written by Mr.
Sein and recited by him on CBS Sun-
day Morning Commentary, Sunday, 12/
18/05.

“Herewith at this happy time of year,
a few confessions from my beating
heart:
| am a Jew, and every single one of
my ancestors was Jewish. And it does
not bother me even a little bit when
people call those beautiful lit up, be-
jeweled trees Christmas trees. | don't
feel threatened. | don't feel discrimi-
nated against. That's what they are:
Christmas trees. It doesn't bother me a
bit when people say, "Merry Christmas’
to me. | don't think they are slighting
me or getting ready to put me in a
ghetto. Infact, | kind of likeit. It shows
that we are al brothers and sisters cel-
ebrating this happy time of year. It
doesn't bother me at all that thereis a
manger scene on display at akey inter-
section near my beach housein Malibu.
If people want a creche, it's just as
fine with me as is the Menorah a few
hundred yards away.
| don't like getting pushed around for
being aJew, and | don't think Christians
like getting pushed around for being
Christians. | think people who believe



in God are sick and tired of getting
pushed around, period.

| have no idea where the concept
came from that Americaisan explicitly
atheist country. | can't find it inthe Con-
stitution, and | don't likeit being shoved
down my throat.

Or maybe | can put it another way:
where did the idea come from that we
should worship Nick and Jessicaand we
aren't allowed to worship God as we
understand Him?

| guess that's a sign that I'm getting
old, too.

But thereare alot of uswho arewon-
dering where Nick and Jessica came
from and where the America we knew
went to.”

Submitted by Cherie Derrick

Here isjust a little note to let you
know how much | love my Sunday
school class and what they have done
for me. | first of al would like to thank
Pastor for allowing me the opportunity
to teach. Second of all, | would like to
thank the parents for lending me your
children every Sunday morning. Thirdly
| would like to thank the kids for com-
ing to class with eager hearts and warm
smiles. | teach ages 3-5whichisachal-
lenging age group to teach. The 5 year
olds get bored when you have to slow
things down a hit for the 3 year olds.
Now awhile ago the devil put a doubt
in my heart whether or not | was doing
any good. | had often wondered if the
kids were even listening to me or was |
just aglorified babysitter. All of the sud-
denit hit me; | have been called to teach
the very first kids out of the nursery.
Now for those of you who probably

have said the same things | said, they
do listen. They do understand. | have
the chance to make or break their faith.
If | don't ingtill in the heads and hearts
that Jesus died for them, then what busi-
ness do | have being their teacher? Af-
ter al did Jesus not say to suffer thelittle
children and forbid them not to come
into thekingdom? (Mt. 19:14) Solet me
tell you after seeing some of the little
ones that | have taught over the years
come to know Christ as Lord of their
lives, accept the gift of eternal life, and
join the church in believers baptism, it
puts a joy in my heart and a smile on
my faceto know that | am making adif-
ference. So in conclusion | would ask
that you pray for methat Satan will stay
out of my mind and stop making me
doubt what | have been called to do.
These children are the future of this
church.

Sara Shipp

Kid Test
Submitted by Bette Salmonson

Before deciding to have kids,
couples should take the following tests
to seeif they'rereally ready!

Mess Test: Smear peanut butter on
the sofa and curtains; leave it. Place a
fish stick behind the couch; leaveit there
for the duration of the summer.

Toy Test: Spread about 50 toys
throughout the house. Take off shoes
and turn off lights. Walk from room to
room, without screaming (because
screaming would wake a sleeping
child).

Dressing Test: Find alive octopus,
stuff it intoasmall net bag, making sure
all aalmsgoin and stay in.



Feeding Test: Fill alargeplastic milk
jug half full with water. Suspend thejug
from the ceiling with a cord; start the
jug swinging. Carefully insert spoonfuls
of soggy cereal into the jug's opening
while pretending that the spoon is an
airplane. When al of the cereal isinthe
jug, dump the contents onto the floor.

Sleep Test: Fill asmall cloth bag with
12 pounds of sand; soak thoroughly in
water. At 6PM pick up the bag and be-
gin to waltz, while humming, until 9
PM. Lay thebag down and set thealarm
for 10 PM; get up, pick up bag and sing
every song you know until 4AM. Lay
bag down; set alarm for 5 AM; get up
and go to work. Repeat for threeto five
years, increasing amount of sand regu-
larly.

Automobile Test: Buy a station
wagon or van. Put achocolateice cream
coneintheglove box and leaveit there.
Take a dime and shove it into the CD
player. Takeapackage of chocolate chip
cookies and mash them into the back
seat. Run arake along the outside (both
sides) of the vehicle.

Physical Test (Women): Attach a
large bean bag to the front of your
clothes. Leave there for nine months.
Remove beans and try not to notice the
closet full of clothes you may or may
not ever wear again.

Physical Test (Men): Go to adrug-
store. Set your wallet on the counter and
tell the clerk to help himself. Now go to
the grocery store and arrange for your
paycheck to be directly deposited into
the store'saccount. Buy yourself anews-
paper, go home and read it quietly (for
the last time).

Advice Test: Find a couple who has
a small child. Lecture both parents on
how they can - and should - improve on
their discipline and patience. Givethem

advice on everything from toilet train-
ing to table mannersto getting rid of the
security blanket. Emphasize that they
should never, under any circumstances,
allow their child to run wild. It will be
the last time you will have al the an-
SWers.

Teen Corner
Matt & Christy Fox

"Mission Minded" These past few
weeks the teen group has been concen-
trating on what it means to be mission
minded. We have been exploring the
meaning of missions. Who iscalled to
be amissionary? How arethey called?
What is the mission of missions? We
have explored the various times the
great commission wasgiven inthe New
Testament and to whom it wasgiven. It
is through this study that we hope to
cement in our minds that God intends
ALL Christians to preach his word. It
seemsthat most Christianswho are con-
fronted with a witnessing opportunity
tend to think, "If 1 could only get this
person to come to church, they might
get saved!", when what should be com-
ing to mind isaverse like Mark 16:15,
"And he said unto them, Go ye into all
the world and preach the gospel to ev-
ery creature." | wonder how many souls
might have been won to Christ, how
many sinners might have escaped hell,
if only the Christians around them had
comeinto battlefully prepared to spread
the gospel!

Itisthrough studieslike this that we
hope to guide and direct the teen group
to more fully embrace what God would
have them do in their lives. So often
teens are taught with the attitude that
we can only give them the information



and that they will eventually just decide
for themselves which direction to take.
Itisour hopethat at Faith Baptist Church
we can inspire our teensto seewhat God
has to offer and give the nudges and
pushes that are so often needed to "Put
onthewhole armour of God, that ye may
be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil."

We also hope to put the importance
of a Bible reading and memorization
programinto our young teen'slives. We
believe that memorizing verses is key
to ensuring Christianswon't stray too far
from the word as they grow. Psalm
119:11 teaches us that memorizing
scriptureisinstrumental inavoiding sin
inone'slife. We should never underes-
timate the power of scripturein our daily
lives. Sincanbeeasily avoidedif armed
with the correct scripture. It isour be-
lief that scripture reading and memori-
zation will help prevent our young
Christians from becoming another sta-
tistic. Too many Christian who are
saved at a young age end up going out
and experiencing what the world hasto
offer, when they could have beenliving
alife of servicefor our Lord.

We hope that you will pray with us
as we begin our service in the teen
group, and we hope that wewill beable
to serve faithfully and that we might be
able to show through our example that
lifelong serviceto Jesusis something to
be proud of, and something to aspire to.

Every Watch we will be printing a
list of memory versesthat the teenswill
be working on, feel free to memorize
with us.

Psalms 119:9,10,11 "Wherewithal
shall ayoung man cleanse hisway?
by taking heed thereto according to
thy word. With my whole heart

have | sought thee: O let me not
wander from thy commandments.
Thy word have | hid in mine heart,
that | might not sin against thee."

Mark 16:15 "And he said unto
them, Go yeinto all theworld, and
preach the gospel to every crea-
ture.”

Il Timothy 4:2 " Preach the word;
beinstant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine."

Heritage Class

Have you heard us on Wednesday
evening? We are the Heritage Kids.
Sometimes you hear us singing, some-
times our footsteps accompany Pastor's
teachings. We are hard to ignore.

The Heritage Kids are separated by
ageinto threeclassesand itismy bless-
ing to work with the 9 to 12 year olds.
Most nights | arrive with a lesson plan
in mind, worksheets printed and goals
well laid out. As a matter of fact | have
arrived with the samelesson planfor the
past month and we have yet to get
aroundtoit. It remainsmy fallback plan.

We started two months ago to review
on Wednesday evening the Pastor's ser-
mon from Sunday evening. Initially |
planned to spend 10 to 15 minutes re-
viewing before we went on to the pre-
pared lesson and we may yet accomplish
that. For now we spend the evening re-
viewing the sermon, reading the Bible
verses and trying to apply them to our
daily lives.

It has been pointed out to me that we
do tend to chase the occasional rabbit,



thank you very much. | am working on
that. Attimes| find | am not as prepared
as | should be, as their questions fre-
guently send me searching my Biblefor
answers. | am also working on that.

Itismy goal for these young people
that through study and conversation they
would find their strength in the Word of
God and that it would be their daily
foundation.

Thank you for the opportunity to
spend the evening with this oh so chal-
lenging and entertaining group. Please
pray for methat | may beworthy of their
trust and that | may lead them in the
paths the Lord would have us to take.
Ella Crawford

| teach Wednesday night Heritage
Kidsages6-9. | taught thissame classa
few yearsago. My job situation changed
and | had to give up teaching. When Ben
and Rubie moved to Texas, Pastor had
to move a few teachers around and he
offered me the chance to teach again.
Thekids are very eager and when | ask
aquestion every hand in the room goes
up. They are aso very smart. | am con-
tinually amazed at the thingsthey know.
They know more about Jesus and the
Bible than most of the people| comein
contact with every day.

We are beginning to study about how
God always keeps His promises. He
promised to send Zachariasason, John,
who would prepare the way for Jesus,
who is God's promised Son. We should
thank God daily for the promises He
always keeps.

| would like to finish by telling ev-
eryone how fortunate | feel to have a
very small part in the spiritual growth
of "our kids".
Barb Rundall

In Light of the Biblical Doctrine of
Hell, If | Werethe Devil:

1. I would have some religious groups
teach that hell isreally the grave. This
would eliminate the horror and the fire
of hell and cause much confusion.

2. 1 would convince people that hell is
really on earth in the form of bad luck
or misfortune in life. It would all be
about the here and now.

3. I would have preachersavoid the sub-
ject altogether as being too controver-
sial and bad for church growth. They
would preach only positive sermons.
Making people comfortable would be
the goal.

4. | would reinvent God as Someone
Who loves people too much to ever al-
low aflaming hell to be areality. There
would be nothing to fear from Him and
only Heaven forever to all.

5. 1 would engross peoplein the things
of thislife. The material and social and
sensual things would dominate to such
an extent that eternal things would sel-
dom come to mind.

6. Finally, | would convince even the
religious world that there is no need of
a"new birth" to be"saved.” Just believe
in the god of your understanding and
do your best in life. It will all work out
in the end.

Thereby hell would be abundantly
populated.

Psalm 9:17 - The wicked shall be
turned into hell, and all the nations
that forget God



SOMETIME, SOMEWHERE

Unanswered yet? the prayer
your lips have pleaded

In agony of heart these many
years.

Doesfaith begin to fail? Is
hope departing?

And think you all in vain those
falling tears?

Say not the Father hath not
heard your prayer;

You shall have your desire
sometime, somewhere.

Unanswered yet? though when
you first presented

This one petition at the
Father's throne

It seems you could not wait the
time of asking

So urgent was your heart to
make it known.

Though years have passed
since then, do not despair;

The Lord will answer you
sometime, somewhere.

Unanswered yet? nay, do not
say ungranted.

Perhaps your part is not yet
wholly done.

The work began when first
your prayer was uttered

And God will finish what He
has begun.

If you will keep the incense
burning there

His glory you shall see
sometime, somewhere.

Unanswered yet, faith cannot
be unanswered.

Her feet are firmly planted on
the Rock;

Amid the wildest storm, she
stands undaunted;

Nor quails before the loudest
thundershock.

She knows Omnipotence has
heard her prayer

And cries, "It shall be done
sometime, somewherel!"

WHAT ISIT???

When asked thisriddle, 80% of kinder-
garten students got the answer, com-
pared to 17% of Stanford University
seniors.

What is greater than God
More evil than the devil
The poor have it

Therich need it

And if you eat it, you'll die?

HINT: The answer is ONE WORD and
seven letterslong.

HAVE YOU TRIED IT YETT




Burnetta's Babbles

It istime once again for another ar-
ticlefrom Burnetta. | was going to write
an article on another word with the let-
ter "I" in the middle, but the LORD
change it on me. Instead | am going to
write an article on peace. During this
time of year, we celebrate the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ. | just love this
time of theyear. Thereisasong for this
time of the year. It is that of Peace on
Earth good will toward men. | have had
the privilege to have been saved for al-
most 21 yearsnow and up until Novem-
ber 4th 1 had never really been able to
say that | had the peace that passeth all
understanding. | havethetrue peacethat
comesto thosewho lovethe Lord whole
heartedly, and have completely surren-
dered al. The night of November 4th
during the service, | had been wrestling
with the Devil over afew things, and it
was like a ton of bricks had hit me in
the head when Bro. Nelson preached
"Who is your Master?" Now Bro.
Nelson had four questions that night.

1. Whoisour Master?

2. What isour method to find our
master ?

3. What isyour manifestation?

4. What isyour movement?

The answer to the first question is
completely in you hands. The method
asto how to find your master isin prayer.

Colossians4:2 "Continuein prayer,
and watch in the same with thanks-

giving, "
The manifestation should be Hiswords.

Colossians 4:3-4 "Wthal praying

also for us, that God would open
unto us a door of utterance, to
speak the mystery of Christ, for
which | am also in bonds. That |
may make it manifest, as| ought to
speak "

Thelast question hasthe answer of that
it is of wisdom.

Colossians 4:5 "Walk in wisdom
toward them that are without, re-
deeming thetime. "

| can honestly stand before you to-
day and tell with my whole heart that |
truly have surrendered al to Him and
that the peace that | have within meis
overflowing outwardly.

| am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ anymore. No matter what may
come my way, | know that without a
shadow of adoubt that | amin the cen-
ter of Hiswill and that if | but only lis-
ten and be adoer of Hiswill, | will have
peace and sweet rest as| yield Him my
body and soul.

Have you ever wondered what it
would beliketo have peace andjoy and
all the blessings that have been prom-
ised those who walk not after the flesh
but after the Spirit?

Romans 8:6 "For to be carnally
minded is death; but to be spiritu-
ally minded is life and peace."

| can tell you from my own experi-
ence, that the peace that | have lies not
in thisworld but in Heaven. The peace
that the Lord offers is way better than
any peace this world can offer. Once
you get ataste of His peace, you will
want more and more of it. | know that |
do. You just get ajoy in your soul you



can't help but share with others. Why
just the other day | had a fellow co-
worker ask methisquestion. Now to set
the background for the question, let me
tell what | was wearing. | had on a t-
shirt that said this, "Blessed is the na
tion whose God is the Lord." and a hat
that said on the front, "Proud to be an
elephant." Ontheback it said, "Vote Re-
publican” Now we all know that with
the upcoming Presidential election, that
probably wasn't exactly what | should
have been wearing, but yall know me.
Thisco-worker asked meif | had adegath
wish. | informed him that my death had
been signed, sealed, and delivered so
bring it on. | then explained to him that
he too could have the peace that | have
and can have thejoy that only comesto
those who know and follow the Lord's
will. He also said to me, "l wish | was
that happy.” | told him he could be, that
the blood of Jesus covered it al. | then
had the opportunity to witness to him
and explain that Christ came not to con-
demn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved. Of course,
wouldn't you know it; he didn't want to
hear that.

Now | am not telling you al thisto
point any fingers at myself nor to say
how wonderful | am, but to point to
Christ and give the glory to Him where
it belongs. So, ask yourself thissimple
guestion,. Do you have this peace? If
not, | wouldn't waste another minutein
the so called peace theworld offers. The
peace which passeth all understanding.
God's peace.

John 14:2 7 "Peace | leave with
you, my peace | give unto you: not
astheworld giveth, givel unto you.
Let not your heart betroubled nei-
ther let it be afraid.” "

If JesusweretodoHissame
ministry on earth today, He
would be wanted by....

the FDA for turning water into
wine without alicense ...

the EPA for killing fig trees ...

the AMA for practicing medi-
cinewithout alicense....

the Dept. of Health for asking
people to open graves, for rais-
ing the dead and for feeding
5,000 peopleinthewilderness...

the NEA for teaching without a
certificate ...

OSHA for walking on water
without alife-jacket and for fly-
ing without an airplane ...

the SPCA for driving hogsinto
thesea...

the NATIONAL BOARD of
PSY CHIATRISTS for giving
adviceonhowtoliveaguilt-free
life ...

the INTER-FAITH MOVE-
MENT for condemning al other
religions...

and by the ZONING DEPT. for
building mansions without a
permit.
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For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
itisthe gift of God: Not of works lest any man should boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9



