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A PLEA AGAINST ECUMENISM

Ecumenical thinking in areligious
context is not new. It is the belief that
people should cooperate together de-
spite differences in belief and practice.
In our day this trend has reached epi-
demic proportions. So many today work
together inloca ministerial associations,
national organizations and other joint
venturesin spiteof thefact that they hold
widely divergent and irreconcilabledoc-
trinal views. Ecumenical evangelism
made popular by the likes of Billy Gra-
ham is considered above criticism
though the workforce at such crusades
embodies free grace people and sacra
mentalists and every doctrine under the
sun. The philosophy of ecumenism has
become so entrenched in current reli-
gious thought that to raise an objection
toitistobeconsidered afringeradical.

First of al, ecumenismisbased upon
human sentiment rather than biblical
teaching. God's Word forbids the cross-
ing of doctrinal lines in order to coop-
erate in the work of the Lord.

Ro. 16:17 - Now | beseech you,
brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offences contrary to
thedoctrinewhich ye havelearned;
and avoid them.

Il Ti. 2:16-21 - If a man therefore
purge himself from these, he shall

be a vessel unto honour, sanctified,
and meet for the master's use...

I1 Th. 3:6,14,16 -Now we command
you, brethren, in the name of our
Lord Jesus Chrigt, that yewithdraw
your selves from every brother that
walketh disorderly and not after the
tradition which he received of us.

11 Co. 6:14,17 - Beyenot unequally
yoked together with unbelievers:
for what fellowship hath righteous-
ness with unrighteousness...
Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and | will receive you...

Human sentiment draws many into
interdenominational and interdoctrinal
working relationships because they just
can't bring themselves to do the hard
thing and stay separate from fal sehood.
They just can't believethat aloving God
would require it, and they haven't the
spiritual gutsto draw thelineinthe sand.
Emotion and sentiment rule the day.
These types do too much thinking and
not enough biblical studying. (Is. 55:8,9
- For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, saith
the Lord For asthe heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts higher
than your thoughts.) In such an envi-



ronment Christianity becomes a feel
good society and agoodwill club where
littleis criticized and few are convicted
of error and urged to get right with God.
It creates a pseudo-togetherness and a
false unbiblical peace.

Truth is the commodity around
which the faithful are to rally. Without
agreement on truth there can be no fel-
lowship.

Pr. 23:23 Buy the truth and sell it
not.

| Ti. 3:15 ...thechurch of theliving
God, the pillar and ground of the
truth.

Ep. 4:13-15 Till weall comeinthe
unity of thefaith ... That we hence-
forth be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with
everywind of doctrine... But speak-
ing the truth in love, may grow up
into himin all things...

We know that sound teaching often
breedsdivision, but truth isthe constant
of the ministry, not togetherness. Jesus
Christ caused many to turn away from
Him by His teachings, yet He allowed
such division because He was bound to
the truth. They went away from Himin
droves at the thought of His being the
true Bread from Heaven or of His lit-
eral bodily resurrection. He angered the
religious groups of His day because He
criticized their beliefs and worked in
opposition to them rather thanin fellow-
ship with them. He practiced fidelity
beforefellowship and unity over union.
Milquetoast ministriestoday could learn
alot by mimicking Him along with other
messengers of God found worthy of
honorable mention in Holy Writ.

Ep. 5: 10, 11 - Proving what is ac-
ceptable unto the Lord And have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather reprove
them.

True Baptists have always been sepa-
ratistsand nonconformists... reprovers.
Read the history books! They have al-
ways followed the commands of God
in His Word to stay unyoked from er-
ror. They have understood that in order
to help others one must stay true to the
Bible himself. They have aways be-
lieved it was their duty to be true to the
separatist instructions of God before
being partners with man. Historicaly a
fundamentalist is one who holds to the
fundamental beliefs of the Bible and
separates from those who do not. Sepa-
ratism has always been atenet of fun-
damentalism, and historically, Baptists
have always been fundamentalists. Any
church that callsitself Baptist and isnot
fundamentalistin practiceisnot follow-
ing Baptist principles.

Amos 3:3 - Can two walk together
except they be agreed?

There is an undeniable threefold in-
dictment of the modern interdenomina-
tional ecumenical movement:

1. It disregardsthetruth. In order
for the current fellowship to exist be-
tween divergent religious societiesthere
areamyriad of biblical topicsthat must
be ignored. Silence must prevail on
these topics because of the wide diver-
sity and toleration so lauded by the
group. These societies operate on the
lowest common denominator doctri-
nally. Truth is sacrificed for the sake of
peace. (Pr.23:23 - sdll it not.)

2.1t dishonors God. Being blatantly



unbiblical in practice, ecumenism flatly
ignores what the Lord commands. This
isopen rebellion. Somewithin theranks
of ecumenism do not believe the whole
Bible to be verbally inspired and pre-
served for us. They are unbelievers and
dishonor the very God Who said over
and over again that HisWord was bind-
inginevery part. (11 Ti. 3:16 - All scrip-
tureisgiven by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine...)

3. It disintegrates the churches.
L ook at so many of the churcheswhich
have clasped hands across the aisle.
They are often biblically uneducated
while the pastor spends his pulpit time
on loving your neighbor and getting the
most out of life. Churches of that per-
suasion often don't take the stands re-
quired in thiswicked world. The people
have gone soft, no cross to bear, no re-
proach to suffer, no death to self about
which the Lord so often spoke. In so
many cornersthe various congregations
have become indistinguishabl e globs of
religious goop. No distinctiveness, no
clarion call from the pulpit to walk the
narrow way, no battle cry to hold the
fort, just the treasonous effeminate voice
of acquiescence.

Re. 2:8, 10 - And unto the angel of
the church in Smyrna write ... be
thou faithful unto death, and | will
give thee a crown of life.

Pastor Stan Gustafson

Faithbaptistmoline.org

It's the newest thing sweeping
through the World Wide Web.

Faithbaptistmoline.org went live the be-
ginning of January and has been grow-
ing since. Our website is constantly
changing and we have been trying to add
things as we get the time (and ideas) to
do so. There are a variety of things to
do on the website, including listening
to the newest tape list, ordering a ser-
mon if you find one you like, reading
the latest edition of the Watch, or even
clicking over to read the latest edition
of the Pastor's blog. We also have a sec-
tion for special events that are upcom-
ing. You'll want to keep an eye on this
as we are working on fleshing it out a
bit in the near future. We hope every-
one uses this valuable resource and we
look forward to suggestions, which you
can send via the "contact us" tab. Now
for somelittle facts:

Since it'sinception, and publishing,
in January of 2008 we have had 314 dis-
tinct IPhits. This meansthat 314 differ-
ent computers have requested to view
at least one page of our website. That's
not too bad for the short amount of time
we have been live. Asword gets out we
expect this number to grow immensely.
The number of successful hits over the
last three months has been an astonish-
ing 36000. We averaged 270 hits/day in
January, 640 hits/day in February, and
weareaveraging 531 hits/day in March.
Just for educational purposes, hitsisthe
number of timeswe show up on asearch
on someone's computer out there in
cyberspace, whether they visit usor not.
Obviously wewant thisnumber ashigh
as possible. The number of visitsis av-
eraging 16/day.

WEell that'sageneral introduction and
we will keep everyone updated on any
changes online, and offline.

Matt Fox



“Indeed, it is an incontrovertible
fact that all the complex and hor-
rendous questions confronting us
at home and worldwide havetheir
answer in that single book, The
King James Bible.”

Ronald Reagan
Newsweek, Dec. 27, 1982 p.46

Missionary L etter From The
Rettigsin the Czech Republic
February 2008

The Rettigs have been on the mission
field of Praguefor many years, and we,
as a supporting church, receive regular
letters from them as to the progress of
their work on thefield. Thislatest mail-
ing was especially encouraging. It gives
a number of witnessing opportunities
that the members of the Prague church
took advantage of though many would
have let them dlip by. It speaks to the
fact that they are alert for soulsand zeal -
ous for the Christ they possess. Know-
ing the Rettigs as | do, | know this evi-
denceof holy fireseenintheir peopleis
a tremendous blessing to them. Read
below for yourself from their latest mis-
sionary letter.
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Vladimir at the border
Coming back from a4 day work re-
lated tripto Leipzig, Germany, Vladimir
was nearing the border Though it was
already dark, Vladimir felt impressed of
the Lord to pick up aman he saw hitch-

hiking. Most peoplewould just drive by.
But not Vladimir. He stopped and asked
the man if he had proper identification
documents. He did. So Vladimir told
him to hop in. The hitchhiker got more
than just a ride to Prague. He got a 2
hour sermon from achemist giving him
the correct formulafor eternal life:)

Janaon the bus

We could write abook on Jana's bus
ride testimonies. Last week, Jana qui-
etly prayed as she got on the bus asking
theLordtolet her talk to someone about
the Lord. So she sat next to alady and
the lady seemed very upset. Janabegan
talking to her. They happened to be get-
ting off at the same stop, just by coinci-
dence of course. The conversation con-
tinued and they stepped into a coffee
shop where Jana preached the gospel to
her for over an hour!

Sincerely in Christ,
The Rettigs

Rackova 13, Praha 6
165 00 Czech Republic




Did You Know....

...that nearly all the enameled bricks
found in ancient Babylon bear the in-
scription, "I am Nebuchadnezzar, King
of Babylon"?

...that Bible criticstold us for hundreds
of years that Nebuchadnezzar was not
an historic figure?

My Testimony
Ron Skiles

Recently Pastor was discussing what
it takes to be a good witness. This got
me to thinking about the three things |
could share with other people about
myself. First of al when | was ayoung
adult | was hanging with a bad crowd,
we were drinking, cussing, partying,
sometimes stealing. Not really into
working for aliving. | got married and
had kids pretty young, | even made a
half hearted effort to go to church with
my then girlfriend. Now that | think
about it, this was probably mostly to
please her and not to help myself or to
seek Jesus. The church was Pentecostal
and it was alot different than any other
church | had been to. | think | made a
small effort to better myself, | was bap-
tized there, but had no real commitment.
My girlfriend and | decided to get mar-
ried and asked the Pastor of this church
to marry us, but shedeclined, saying she
could not because | was not a Christian.
Thisupset mealot and | quit the church
and never went back. We found a dif-
ferent way to marry, which ended after
three years and two kids. From there |
really went off the deep end. | was par-
tying even more. | was this way for ten
years or so, then | moved back to this
areaand pretty much became strictly an

alcohoalic.

| met Eileen 11 years ago and she
changed my life a little. Then Ronnie
came aong, | was still drinking, not as
much but when | did, | did it right. And
then Eileen and | split up for quite
awhile. She and Ronnie started coming
to Faith Baptist. | had Ronnie every
other weekend and was told by both
Eileen and Ronniethat he could not miss
church, so every other Sunday; | had to
bring Ronnie to church. You know
what? God started working on ME. Next
thing | knew it didn't make sense to
come to church every other Sunday. |
was coming every Sunday. Thiswent on
like this for a few months. In 2005,
Eileen, Ronnie and | became a whole
family again, by the grace of God. In
September of 2005 1 bought my Bible.
I now have atime and place of my new
birth. It was in Pastors office at Faith
Baptist on November 2, 2005. A couple
of weekslater, | was accepted asamem-
ber of the church and was baptized, on
the same day as Ronnie. | thank God
daily for my Salvation. As| seeit now,
| was on the road to destruction and
didn't even know it. So now my life has
been changed for the better, | have been
clean and sober for almost three years, |
no longer have such an explosive tem-
per, | go to church on Sunday and
Wednesday's and know more about the
Biblethan | ever thought | could. Thank
God and Pastor for both being good
teachers.
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"You know it's strange, the same music that
they kicked me out of school for isthe same
kind of music they play in their churchesto-
day. The difference s, | know | am playing
for the devil and they don't."

Jerry Lee Lewis



No Bandages on Jesus Wounds
Sara Shipp

So many times in our lives we sit
around and wallow in our own sorrows,
and look for bandages to put on our
wounds that we have. We have wounds
such ashurt fedings, rejections, betrayal
by a friend, persecutions, and heart-
aches. If wewould only take astep back
for afew moments, we will realize that
we generally bring the wounds on our-
selves. We take something small and
turnitinto something that iscompletely
blown up and for no good reasons but
sheer ignorance. What does it really
solveto put afflictions upon ourselves?

Have you ever noticed that there are
no bandages on Jesus' wounds? Think
back in the Bible when it talks about
Christ being rejected by Hisown people.
Isaiah 53:3"Heisdespised and rejected
of men; a man of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with grief: and we hid as it
were our faces from him; he was de-
spised, and we esteemed himnot." John
1:11 "He came unto his own, and his
own received him not. " Luke 23:18
"And they cried out all at once, saying,
Away with this man, and release unto
us Barabbas:" Did He run and try to
find a band aid to put on His wound?
Nope, didn't think so.

You know that Christ also suffered
betrayal by afriendin Psaims41:9" Yea,
mine own familiar friend, in whom |
trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath
lifted up hisheel against me." Luke22:4
7-48 " And while he yet spake, behold a
multitude, and he that was called Ju-
das, one of thetwelve, went before them,
and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him.
But Jesus said unto him, Judas,
betrayest thou the Son of man with a
kiss?”

1. Spat upon and smitten Isaiah 50:6;
Matthew 26:67
2. Hated without reason Psalms 35:19;
John 15:24
3. Suffered a vicarious sacrifice Isaiah
53:5; Romans 5:6, 8
4. Crucified with malefactors Isaiah
53:12; mark 15:27
5. Pierced through His hands and feet
Zechariah 12: 10; John 20:27
6. Scorned and mocked Psalms 22:7;
Luke 23:35
7. Given vinegar and gall Psalms 69:2
1; Matthew 27:34
8. His side pierced Zechariah 12: 10;
John 19:34

Hewas spat upon and smitten, hated
without reason, suffered avicarious sac-
rifice, crucified with malefactors,
pierced through his hands and feet,
scorned and mocked, given vinegar and
gal to drink, and had his side pierced
and yet never had and bandages put over
his wounds.

Most importantly, think about the
fact that God the Father turned His back
on Hisown Son to take away the sins of
the world. Matthew 27:45-46 "Now
from the sixth hour there was darkness
over all the land unto the ninth hour.
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried
with aloud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani? that isto say, My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Stop
to think that He could have called twelve
legions of angelsto come and take Him
down, (Matthew 26:53 "Thinkest thou
that | cannot now pray to my Father,
and he shall presently give me morethan
twelvelegionsof angels?') but He didn't.
| am so thankful that HE didn't. Have
you ever wondered what it would belike
if He came down? Let metell you what
would have happened. There would
have been no hope for our eternity. We



would gtill bein our sinsand therewould
be no payment for our sins. Hewasborn
to die upon Calvary, he suffered my sin
to forgive, hewas born to die upon Cal-
vary that | might live. | am so glad He
died for me.

If you have never accepted Christ
into your heart and have never fully
trusted in Hisgrace and grace alone, you
can have salvation ssimply like a child.
There are four things you must realize.
Once you have realized these four
things, you can come to the saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ and be as-
sured ahome in Heaven.

1. Thefact of sin. Romans 3:23 "For
all have sinned, and come short to the
glory of God.

2. The penalty for sin. Romans 6:23
"For the wages of sin is death,

3. The price paid for sin. Romans
6:23b "but the gift of God iseternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord"

4. Salvation. Romans 10:9-10 "' That
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised himfromthe
dead, thou shalt be saved For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation. "

If you believe these things and would
like to know that Heaven isyour home,
just simply ask Jesus to come into your
heart and forgive you of your sins and
to cleanse you of all unrighteousness
and thou shalt be saved. Let me leave
you with a song that | ran across while
writing this. It is called "The Healer"
written by Lois [rwin:

On the cross crucified, In great
sorrow He died; The Giver of life
wasHE. Yet MY Lord was despised
and rejected of men, This Jesus of
Calvary. He was wounded for our

transgressions; Hewas bruised for
our iniquities; surely He bore our
sorrows, and by HISstripeswe are
healed.

Price for healing was paid, As
those cruel stripeswere made, With
in Pilate's judgment hall. Now His
suffering affords perfect healing for
all. Thiswonderful Healer's mine.
Hewaswounded for our transgres-
sions; Hewas bruised for our inig-
uities; surely He bore our sorrows,
and by HIS stripes we are healed.

Came the leper to Christ, Say-
ing" Surely | know, that Thou, Lord,
canst make me whole. " When His
great faith was seen Jesus said,
"Yes | will. " And touched him and
made him clean. He was wounded
for our transgressions; He was
bruised for our iniquities; surely He
bore our sorrows, and by HIS
stripes we are healed.

He has healed my sick soul,
Made me every whit whole, And
He'll do the same for you. He's the
same yesterday and today and for-
ever, The Healer of men today. He
was wounded for our transgres-
sions; Hewas bruised for our inig-
uities; surely He bore our sorrows,
and by HIS stripes we are healed.

I hope this will help you as it has
helped me to understand that | don't al-
wayshaveto understand why - just com-
ply with what the Lord wantsto use me
for.

Something | Learned
by Barbi Daffara

Recently on Wednesday night, Pas-



tor embarked upon a series of lessons
onfasting. | haveawaysbeenintrigued
by the idea that there was something |
could do to "help" my prayersaong or
"get my prayers noticed." What | found
out that night changed my thinking
about fasting and its purpose. | was so
surprised by thisnovel ideathat | wanted
to share it with those who were not able
to be there and missed it. Bear in mind
that this information is not my own.
Pastor presented it; | am simply repeat-
ing it.

My earlier statement that fasting is
some sort of catalyst to an answer to
prayer was erroneous. | have spent my
life believing that fasting was my way
of showing God | "meant business."
That issilly, | know, because...

" ...for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh
on the heart." | Samuel 16:7

God aready knows if | am serious
in seeking an outcometo my prayer. So,
fasting does not prove "I mean what |
pray."

| also thought of fasting asaway to
get God's attention. It waslike | wason
adeserted island, and there was aplane
flying overhead. | waswaving my hands
frantically to get God to notice me and
my prayer. Again, | was wrong.

""Doth not he see my ways, and
count all my steps?" Job 31:4

God has counted the hairs on my
head. He sees me at all times and
watches over me. | do not need to fast
to make him awarethat | am seeking an
answer to prayer.

Another aspect of fasting that | was
wrong about was looking at it as some

sort of attempt to make a deal with or
threaten (in the nicest sense of theword)
God for an answer. Thisisalmost likea
petulant child who says "I'll hold my
breath until you give me what | want."
I'm positive that no one enters into the
fasting processwith thisin theforefront
of their thinking, but | am guessing that
many have it unconsciously in the back
of their mind. "If | sacrifice sufficiently,
God will see and He will see al that |
have suffered and feel sorry for me.
Then, Hewill give mewhat | want." As
| said before, this is aso an incorrect
view of this practice of fasting.

"Thy will be done" Matthew 6:10

God will not be bent to our will by fast-
ing.

At thispoint inthelesson, | was con-
fused and despondent. If fasting was not
helping to get my prayersnoticed and it
was hot swaying God over to my way
of thinking, then what was the point
(aside from the fact that | had one less
lunch to pack on those days)?

"I humbled my soul with fasting"
Psalm 35:13

The answer seems so clear now, and
| am slightly embarrassed that | did not
seeit before. Fasting isatool by which
wemake ourselvesready for the answer
God has for us. We spend that fasting
time growing closer to Him and being
made painfully aware of the hold our
flesh has on us. Does fasting help our
prayers?Yes, because aswe grow closer
to God, we are more able to pray in His
will and lesslikely to receive anegative
answer. Secondly, when a Christian
tends to his relationship with God, he
will find himself in abetter placeto re-



ceive blessings at His hand.

Therefore, fasting does not speed my
prayers to the top of God's to-do list,
does not get me noticed, and does not
talk God into answering me. It is so
much more than that because not only
doesit aid in answersto prayer by ready-
ing the Christian for that answer, it also
strengthens the relationship between
God and the one who fasts.

| hope that this is as interesting to
you asit wasto me. With my new-found
knowledge, | sign off saying that | will
be praying for you!

Sunday School 10-12 Year Olds
By John O'Medlia

Recently, each member of our con-
gregation was challenged by Pastor to
givetheir own testimony regarding their
salvation during a Sunday evening ser-
vice. This was prompted by a bulletin
board display in the main hallway that
included hearts that had individuals
names and salvation date (among other
details) on them. Every one of those
hearts are asnapshot of alost sinner that
has repented and found Christ as their
Saviour. As the evening continued and
one person after another shared the de-
tails of that glorious day, | decided that
this would be great assignment for the
kidsin my Sunday school classtodoin
written form. As we began the assign-
ment, they quickly informed me that
they had already donethisorally in the
Heritage Kids Classwith Ella Crawford
on Wednesday night. Of course, | im-
mediately responded with "Great...then
thiswill be easy!"

We took up the challenge from the
viewpoint of a visitor coming in and

seeing the hearts on the board for the
first time. The challenge was for each
student to answer 3 questions that we
would hope that person would ask.

1) Why do you (or would you) have
aheart with your name and date on dis-
play on the bulletin board?

2) What does it mean to be saved?

3) What must | do to be saved? (and
they must reference scripture for this)
Here are their responses in their own
words:

Tristan Daffara

1) Because | wanted people to know
when | wassaved. | alsowanted to show
people that | am saved.

2) To be saved means | am sorry for
sinsinmy life. | believedin Christ and
confessedto Him so | could beforgiven.
| also believe that Jesusisthe only way
to be saved. | believein the atonement
of Christ and in the resurrection of
Christ.

3) If you want to be saved you must
believe in Christ and confess you are a
sinner.

John 14:6 - Jesus saith unto him, |
amthe way, the truth, and the life;
no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.

Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God.
John 3:16 - For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.

Romans6:23 - For thewagesof sin
isdeath; but the gift of God iseter-
nal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Romans 10:9 - That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord



Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him
fromthe dead, thou shalt be saved.

Ronnie Skiles

1) | would have a heart on the bulle-
tin board because it would show people
| am saved. It would also tell people
when | was saved.

2) When | was saved, | talked to Pas-
tor Stan. We went into his office and
prayed. | prayed to Jesus to come into
my heart. | confessed to Pastor before |
prayed. After that, Jesuswasin my heart.

3) To be saved, you must believein
theTrinity. You must accept God inyour
heart. You must confess with your
mouth the Lord Jesus. You must believe
in the birth, death and resurrection of
Christ.

Romans 10:9 - That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him
fromthe dead, thou shalt be saved.

Sean O'Melia

1) | put a heart on the board because
| wanted peopleto know | was saved. |
also put it there because | wanted to re-
member when | was saved.

2) When | was saved | knew that |
came short of the glory of God. Then |
confessed in prayer. | can't just say it, |
haveto believeit in my heart. | aso be-
lievethat Jesusisthe only way to salva-
tion. That is my testimony of salvation.

3) To be saved, you have to know
that you've come short of the glory of
God. You must also believeinyour heart
that He was resurrected from the dead.
You have to believe that he is the only
way. You can learn alot at church. That
is how you accept Jesusinto your life.

Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God.

ISTHE CHURCH IMPORTANT
TOYOU?

Most professing Christians today
treat the New Testament churches of the
Lord Jesus Christ asif they are optional
to Christianity. Some actually demon-
strate by their actions that they believe
the local church is unnecessary. It is
obviousfrom hisPRACTICE aswell as
his teaching that the Apostle Paul be-
lieved that God's plan for thisageisthe
local New Testament church. By that |
mean that it is God's perfect will for
everyone to be saved, baptized, and
united with a New Testament church. |
set forth Paul as an exampl e because he
is rightly considered as possibly the
greatest Christian that ever lived. Search
the Scriptures and you will see that the
following facts about Paul are obvious:

Paul was convicted concerning the
Gospel as he heard preaching from a
deacon in the first New Testament
church.

After his baptism Paul "assembled"”
with the disciples at Damascus.

When he went to Jerusalem "he as-
sayed (meaning "attempted") to join
himself (meaning "glue, stick, cleave,
keep company") with those disciples
that were known asthe church whichis
at Jerusalem. "And he was with them
coming in and going out of Jerusalem."
(Acts 9:28)

When he relocated to Antioch he as-
sembled with the New Testament church
that was located there.

When he took money to help the



church at Jerusalem he did so under the
direction of the church at Antioch.

Heministered totheLord asa teacher
in the church at Antioch.

He was sent out as a missionary by
the church at Antioch.

He reported to that church after his
missionary journey.

Hewrote his epistlesto the churches,
the pastors, and one time amember of a
church (Philemon).

He Encouraged, Exhorted, Reproved,
and Rebuked the churches that God al-
lowed him to start.

He prayed for the churches.

He gave himself for the churches.

He hazarded hislifefor the churches.

Helaboured, loved, and longed for the
churches.

He labeled the churches of the Lord
Jesus Christ as House of God, Pillar and
Ground of the Truth, Temple of God,
Body of Christ, Church of the Living
God.

He led in the discipline of unruly
members who were contrary to the will
of God and the Word of God.

Now, what about you? Is the church
important to you? It sure was to Paul!

The Hymn Writer
John O’ Méelia

In many of the song services led by
Bro. Rick Crawford, abrief background
of the writer is included which gives
more depth and meaning to the songs
that are being sung. Many of these are
individuals whose own salvation testi-
monies are revealed in the contents of
the song. Others place God in hisright-
ful place of absolute Holiness. One of

my personal favorite hymn writers is
Fanny Crosby. She was born Frances
Jane Crosby on March 24, 1820. At the
young age of 6 weeks old, she caught a
cold and had inflammation in her eyes.
Her family doctor wasnot available, and
the onethat replaced him botched apro-
cedure that left her blind at that tender
age. Her father died when she was just
oneyear old and she was then raised by
her mother and grandmother. She was
very activein education, writing poetry,
playing music and lobbying for the
blind, despite her being blind herself.
She would, over the course of her ca-
reer, write more than 8,000 hymns us-
ing more than 100 different pseud-
onyms. Shewas quite humbleand didn't
want peopleto realize that she had writ-
ten so many. A few of my favorites are
"Near the Cross' and "Blessed Assur-
ance'.

While many of her hymns speak vol-
umes, | am drawn to her "can do" atti-
tude. At eight years old she wrote a
poem about her blindness proclaiming
her joy and happinessand that shewould
never weep or sigh about her infirmity.

She would later remark: “ It seemed
intended by the blessed providence of
God that | should be blind all my life,
and | thank him for the dispensation. If
perfect earthly sight were offered me
tomorrow | would not accept it. | might
not have sung hymns to the praise of
God if | had been distracted by the beau-
tiful and interesting things about me."

She like the Apostle Paul gloried in
her infirmities, never lamenting them.
Shewas also quoted as saying: "When |
get to heaven, the first face that shall
ever gladden my sight will be that of my
Saviour!"

Who among us wouldn't choose that
astheir epitaph?
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For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
itisthe gift of God: Not of works lest any man should boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9
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